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At the age of fourteen years, Don Francisco de Borja
went to Tor de Siilas as page of honour to the Infanta
Dona Catalina, the Elect-Emperor's sister, who was about
to be married to King Don Juan III of Portugal
When the marriage took place in 1525, Don Francisco
did not accompany his royal mistress to her new-kingdom;
because his father, who had for him a higher ambition, had
commanded his return to Saragossa to study rhetoric and
philosophy under his uncle, the Archbishop Don Juan.
Here he remained until he passed his seventeenth year; and
in 1528 he entered the Court of the Elect-Emperor Carlos
V, where his robust physical beauty, his courteous manner,
and his brilliant ability gained for him a notable reception.
Humanly speaking, this acceptance of service under
such a potentate is most astonishing in a youth of the
gracious piety of Don Francisco. The Elect-Emperor was
hot and reeking from the commission of what must have
seemed to be a perfectly appalling crime—the ghastly Sack
of Rome of 1527, the fierce beleaguerment of God's Vice-
gerent the Lord Clement P.P. VII in the Mola of Hadrian,
carnage, pillage, rape, rapine, sacred monastic enclosures
violated, virginity deflowered, nuns and the wives and
daughters of Roman citizens gambled for and ravished in
the public streets by the Elect-Emperor's unpaid army of
drunken Lutheran Goths and Catholic Catalans. It was to
the Court of this monarch that Don Francisco de Borja
brought the gracious flower of his maiden manlihood.
Amid voluptuous surroundings, he found that it was
better to marry than to burn; and, in 1529, being then of
the age of nineteen years, he led in marriage the Noble
Dona Leonor of Portugal. The Elect-Emperor, to mark
imperial approval, perhaps, also, from the generous
benevolence of a man who himself is about to receive—
(he had come to terms with the Lord Clement P.P. VII,
and was hoping for the Dual Coronation,)—created Don
Francisco Marquess of Lombay.

